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CONFIDENTIAL TRIPOLI 0182 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OCONECAEIND 

SUBJECT: AFRICAN OIL CONFERENCE ENDS 

REF: TRIPOLI 151 

1. THE CONFERENCE, WHICH BEGAN FEB. 2 HELD ITS CLOSING 
SESSION FEB. 12. CONFERENCE AGREED ON SEVERAL WATERED 
DOWN "RECOMMENDATIONS" WHICH IT IS PRESENTING TO OAU. 
OAU IS ASKED TO DECIDE ON CREATION OF AN "AFRICAN 
PETROLEUM ORGANIZATION", AND TO CONDUCT SURVEYS OF ALL 
ASPECTS OF THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY IN AFRICA. CONFER- 
ENCE ALSO CALLED FOR EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION ON 
PETROLEUM MATTERS BETWEEN AFRICAN STATES THROUGH 
PERIODIC CONSULTATIONS. 
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2. IT IS HARD TO AVOID IMPRESSION THAT CONFER- 
ENCE WAS NOT A SUCCESS. RECOMMENDATIONS ARE TOOTH- 
LESS AND PIOUS FRAUDS EVEN BY STANDARDS OF SUCH 
MEETINGS, AND DEBATE OVER PRICE QUESTION (REFTEL) 

WHICH PRODUCERS REFUSED TO DISCUSS, MUST HAVE LEFT 
SOME BRUISED FEELINGS. 

STEIN 
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